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Aerial angels giveaid to quake-stricken Salvadorans

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

ILOPANGOAIRBASE, El Salvador
- Salvadoran Army SGT. Wilfredo Dul-
ces Ramirez and CPL Aludes Ramirez
Dulces spent three days wondering
whether their loved onesin Comasagua
werestill living. It wasdifficult to con-
centrate on their duties at this air base
whenlifehunginthebalance.

Roads leading into the village were
covered in a landslide. Relief efforts
from Joint Task Force-Bravoledtheway
in helping those soldiersfind their way
homewhen they entered Comasaguaon
asupply mission.

The Task Force responded to relief
and assessment requests made after an
earthquake — registering 7.6 on the
Richter scale — rumbled off the west
coast of El Salvador, some 65 miles
southwest of San Miguel. Forty-five
members of the Task Force arrived at
midday Jan. 15intwo CH-47 Chinooks
andthree UH-60 Blackhawksfrom Soto
CanoAir Base, Honduras.

“Ourinitial focuswasto bringimme-
diate assistanceto thecitizensand pro-
vide a country team to assess the dam-
age,” said COL Michael Wood, JTF-
Bravo commander, who likened thesit-
uation to aparamedic unit stabilizing a
patient beforereceiving long-term care.
That support camein theform of the 1st
Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment’s
aircraft and crews.

“Our two Chinooksand three Black-
hawks bring aheavy-lift capability that
nooneelsecan,” Wood said.

Pilotsand crewsused all of their skills
to airlift supplies. In the Comasagua
landing zone, CH-47 Chinook pilotshad
only a dusty soccer field available to
them. Asthey closedinonthefield, the
sky around themturned into adark shade
of brown asthedust whirled around the
aircraft.

“In alot of these fields, you have a
dust landing, and once you hit 20-feet
youloseall referenceand haveto depend
onthepeopleintheback tokeepitlevel
until youfind somerock onthegroundto
tell you how close you areto landing,”
said CW3 John Hager, apilot with Com-
pany B, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation
Regiment.

He added that unlike other

“brownout” landings, where the pilot
can move ahead of the diist the nilots

dead stop and flare up the nose of
theaircraftin order to avoid obsta-
clesaroundtheLZ (landing zone).
The flight crews had to deal with
power lines surrounding the land-
ingzoneaswell assteep hillsanda
soccer goal post.

The efforts of the Chinook and
Blackhawk crewsthrew alifepre-
server to the people of El Salvador,
delivering 157.8 tons of food, fer-
rying 560 relief workers and sol-
diers, and reuniting citizens with
their families in the towns of Co-
masagua, Talinque, San Vincente,
Chiltiuapa, Tacubaand Tamanque.

“It was very comforting to see
that we were hel ping these people
outintheirtimeof need,” said SGT
Robert Harper, flight engineer,
Company B, 1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment. Hesaid locals
had no hospitalstogoto or any way
toget help. “They werereally ina
critical state, and they needed to get

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

A CH-47 Chinook from Company B, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment,
lands in acloud of dust at Comasagua. Pilots relied on their skills and their
crewstogetneeded suppliesto some of El Salvador’s hardest hit areas.

SGT Robert Harper, Company B, 1-228th

Aviation Regiment coordinates the un-
lnadinn nf a CH-47 Chinnnk with a Qal-
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By MAJ Jim Walton
1stBn., 228th Aviation Regiment

When soldiers are deployed away
fromfamily andfriends, any assignment
becomesthat much moredifficult. There
areonly so many thingsthat command-
ers, supervisors and soldiers can do to
improve the quality of life. However,
when a soldier belongs to an organiza-
tion that has a chain of command that
cares about their morale and welfare,
theremust beadrivingforcebehindit. In
the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regi-
ment, that driving forceisknown asthe
Family Support Group(FSG).

The FSG is comprised of spouses,
family membersand friendsback home
who volunteer their timeto support our
soldiersand make our tours as pleasant
aspossible, thuseasing thestrain of sep-
aration.

The FSG plays an important rolein
themoraleof all Winged Warriors. They
provide many servicesthat bring alittle
piece of hometo Soto Cano. The most
important thing they provide is a net-
work to resolveissues back home. The
FSG is uniquein that its members are
spread acrosstheglobe. Themost com-
mon locationsareat Army installations
such as Fort Rucker, Fort Hood, Fort
Campbell, Fort Bragg and Hunter Army
Airfield, but alsoincludeinstallationsin
Mexico, Central Europeand Panama.

Commanders’ Corner
Battalion Family Support Group eases separation

The FSG, headed by Cindy Ciluffo,
wifeof LTC Scott Ciluffo, commanding
officer of the 1-228th, has been instru-
mental in enlisting company-level FSG
coordinatorsto establish thisglobal net-
work of support. They functionasaunit
network of information, to assist dis-
placed spousesin resolving day-to-day
family problems, without needlessly in-
volving the soldier-spouse, thus reduc-
ingstressat all levels.

TheFSG network has proved invalu-
able, especially toyounger spouses, who
may be unfamiliar with Army intrica-
cies.

Ciluffo hasal so devel oped avariety of
mediums through which soldiers can
communicate with family and friends
back home. This network also allows
FSG membersto communicatewith one
another. Thesemediumsinclude: month-
ly family support group newsletters;
monthly real time, on-linechatsthrough
MyFamily.com; theunit web page; and
video teleconferencing doneduring the
holiday periods.

Theonlinechat isconducted one Sun-
day evening a month, when the com-
manders, battalion staff, soldiers, FSG
coordinators and family members can
get together to discussimportant topics.
Thesetopicsusually includeany upcom-
ing eventsinthebattalion, thingsthat are
going on at home and the battalion’s
charity projects.

TheFSG also putstogether amonthly

newsl etter. Each month thethe battalion
commander and company commanders
highlight what has happened in theunit
sincethepreviousnewsl etter.

The articles are then sent to Cindy
Ciluffowho processestheinformation,
formatsthenewsd etter incolor, and mails
it back to usfor distribution to family
members.

A copy of each newsletter is also
scanned and placed onthe 1-228th home
pagefor historical reference.

The newsletter and the online chats
are not the end of what our FSG con-
tributes.

TheFSG also continuesto send avari-
ety of care packages to our soldiers,
whichinclude some of our favoritehard
to get items such as: cookies, candies,
cards and other items. Getting a care
packageislike getting Christmas pres-

for the battalion-sponsored Honduran
orphanage.

One of the greatest things about the
FSGis that all members participatevol -
untarily. Although the Army requires
each unit haveaFamily Support Group,
thereisnoregulation, law or memoran-
dumthat saysfamily membersmust give
their timetoimprovethelivesof our sol-
diers.

An active FSG completes the com-
mand structure of any successful unit,
and allowsthebattalion to transcend the
void of being forward deployed, away
fromour familiesandloved ones. There
arenowordsthat can expressthe appre-
ciationthesoldiersof thisbattalionfeel
toward the FSG, itsgiving membersand
all that they do.

The only thing we can say is“thank
you.”

entsyear-round, whichare
subsequently shared
throughout the battalion.
The FSG has also so-
licited support from state-
side corporations (like
BMG Music) who have
donated CDs and movies
for soldiersto enjoy.
Duringtheholiday peri-
od, the FSG wasresponsi-
blefor soliciting donations
and collecting avariety of
toys, toothbrushes, shoes,
clothing and other items

Chaplain’sCorner
Whatisthevalueputon human life?
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| am amazed watching the television how much
death is shown. It is strange how movies and pro-
grams have people dying in so many bloody, graph-
icand uniquewaysonaregular basis. Itleadsoneto
think, how valuableislife? Or doweconsider itim-
portant?

If the mediaisa“reflector” of our society, what
arewesaying about thevalueof life?lsit evenvalu-
able? We hear about Derek Humphry and his best-
selling book, “Final Exit” or Jack “Dr Death”
Kevorkian and his*“ Suicide Machine” creation and
discover that heisnot unique.

What we believe about life influences how we
liveour lives. If wecometothe conclusionthat life
isuseless, that it endswhenwedie, wewill find that

we have very little reason or encouragement to do
wiall inthiclifanr troaot it hinhlv Tharawnanld halit_

Now, if we believethat lifeisvaluable and pre-
cious, and that thereismoretolifethan an existence
uponthisearth, wewill takethetimeto enjoy it, and
treat al life as precious. How would we know for
certain?

L et meassureyou, beyond any doubt, that wecan
know lifeisvaluable. We were not present at cre-
ation, but God was, and hisword recordsthat he per-
sonally made man out of the dust of the earth and
breathed into hisnostrilsthebreath of life. And add
tothisthat weweremadein hislikeness. Thisdoes
not apply to any other part of the creation.

The account also records our fall into sin, by
whichweall have been contaminated. But God did
not just let usgo and forget about us, but still loved us
and caredfor us. Itwasinthisgreat |ovefor ushesent
his son Jesus to die, to pay the punishment we de-
servebecauseof our sin, and now, for hissake, grants
usforgiveness.

God cared enough to send the very best! Weare
valuable! We have something to livefor. If weare

winrth enmathinAain hicanioe mavwiathon hald Anir_

E-mail: pao@jtfb-emhl.army.mil
W ebsite: http://www.southcom.mil/home/jtfbravo

Thisfunded, jointU.S. Air For ce/Army newspaper isan
authorized publication for membersof the U.S:-military
over seas.Contentsof Thelguanadonot necessarily r eflect
theofficial-view of; and arenot endor sed by, theU.S. gov-
ernment, Department of Defenseon thedepartmentsof the
Air Forceor Army.

Content isedited, prepared and provided by the Joint
Task Force-Bravo Public AffairsOffice, in Building D-06.
Telephone numbers are 011-504-234-4634, ext. 4150 or
4676. Faxisext.4550. or DSN 449-4150/4676. Reader swith
storyideasshould call thePublicAffairsoffice. All photo-
graphsareproperty of JTF-Bravounlessotherwisenoted.
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Texas medical team brings musicto Hondurans’ ears

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

The sounds of birds in the morning outside one’s
hooch, the cracking of thunder during astorm, agungo-
ing off in the distance, anewborn baby’scry ... what
wouldthisworldbelikeif soundsandtheability to hear
soundswerenot apart of it? Hearing, oneof thefivehu-
man senses, isoften taken for granted until onebegins
toloseit.

Medical carein Central Americaisextremely limit-
ed, and is even more severely curtailed by itscost in
countrieslikeHonduras. From Jan. 5to0 20, a12-mem-
ber teamfromthestatesspecializinginear and hearing
problems cared for and evaluated more than 225 pa-
tientsand performed 38 surgeries.

Theodor of burning flesh, blood and antiseptic min-
gledtogether inthehot afternoonair Jan. 10. Situatedin
asmall clinicindowntown San Pedro Sula, Honduras'
industrial and economic capital city, the medical team
out of Brook Army Medical Center (BAMC) inSanAn-
tonio, Texas, worked diligently among the antiquated
equipment already intheclinic. Theteam al so brought
4,200 pounds of highly sophisticated machines and
eguipment from the United States. M edical personnel
out of Joint Task Force-Bravo's Medical Element
(MEDEL) also participated in this specialty medical
readiness training exercise (MEDRETE), which fo-
cused onaperson’ searsand hearing.

This specialty MEDRETE, said CPT Carolyn
Richardson, project officer, isdifferent than many oth-
ersthat MEDEL and medical teams from the United
States participate.

“This MEDRETE was held in an urban hospital,”
shesaid. “Itismuch morecommonfortheMEDRETES
we participateinto belocated in the‘ boondocks' and
back-hill areas of Honduras and Central America,
wheremedical careisararejewel.”

Atthesametime, COL JamesMartin, JTF-Bravo's
MEDEL commander, said that this speciaty
MEDRETE impactsthelifeof anindividual toagreater
degree than a general MEDRETE does. “General
MEDRETEs consist of preventive medicineand acute

care, whereasthe specialty MEDRETEshave greater
impact onthelivesof individuals.”

Joint Task Force-Bravo Commander COL Michael
Wood, onasitevisittotheMEDRETE, agreed. “ These
specialty services are actually life-altering medical
treatments for many of the patients who have the op-
portunity toreceivecarefromour U.S. servicemenand
women,” hesaid.

Chronic ear inflammation problemsand chronicin-
fectionsfor Hondurans often escape medical attention
for years and become quite advanced. In some cases,
Martin said, the care that was provided on this
MEDRETEin San Pedro Sulawill help patientsto hear
better. “ It will also helpto stop ear drainage. Long-term,
thesechronicinfectionscanresultindeafness,” hesaid.
“Theinfection can spread, causing vestibular problems
likevertigo, nausea, dizzinessand balance problems.”

Oneof thepatientstheteamfrom BAM Ctreated was
a20-year-old man named Roger Hernandez. For the
past six to seven months, hesaid, hehashad aperforat-
ed eardrumwith alot of secretionsand drainage. L ong-
term, this could have potentially caused deafnessfor
Hernandez. “ I’ m ecstatic that thedocshave comefrom
the United States to do thisfor us,” Hernandez said.
“My earsaremuch better now.” Hernandez said that the
doctorstold him about the risksinherent with having
the surgery, but he said he was confident the surgery
wouldturnout well. Hernandez had just graduated from
high school, sothisear surgery will definitely impact
hislife. “It’ sjust better all around for school and work
to_l:ée ableto hear well and not have ear problems,” he
said.

Hernandez’ smother, DoraCaberera, and sister were
with him.

“1t’ s(the surgery) the best thing that’ shappened to
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Photos by 1stLt. Kir; Garbelt
A medical team from Brook Army Medical Centerin San Antonio, Texas, workto restorethe hearing of a
Honduran in San Pedro Sula. The medical personnel saw more than 225 patients and performed 38 sur-
geriesfrom Jan.5to 20to restore hearing and treat other ear problems for patients.

Another patient, RosaAliberia, age 33, hashad aper-
forated eardrum for about nineyears. She said shewas
very grateful for thetreatment. “ Thesurgery went well
andtherewasnopain,” Aliberiasaid. “ Andnow thereis
no fluid leaking from my ears. The doctorswere also
very niceand made mefeel very comfortabl ethrough-
out theentireprocess.”

SSG Cecilio Herrera, translator and NCOI C for the
San Pedro SulaM EDRETE, said that ear infectionsare
acommon probleminHonduras.

“Many don't get treatment for these infections,
whichlater can becomeevenbigger problems, likeper-
forated eardrums,” he said. “Many can not afford the
medical care, or itissometimesthat thereisinadequate
medical treatment availableintheareawherethey are
living for their problems. We are very blessed in the
United States to have such advanced and accessible
medical care.”

CPT Ken Yew, an anesthesiol ogist ontheteam from
BAMC, said that thiswasatremendousexperiencefor
him. “You begintoreally realize how fortunateweare
inthe Stateswhenyouwork in conditionslikethis,” he
said. “Wehaveto start everythingfromscratch here, in-
cluding setting up thefield equipment, whichyoudon’t
normally have to do in the states. So it’sreally great
training for ushere. Inaddition, it’salsotremendously
fulfillingto hel pthese peopl eout. Many of themwould
likely never receivethiskind of careotherwise. It sig-
nificantly impactstheir lives.”

Richardson said that this MEDRETE showed her
that “ knowledge without the proper toolsreducesone’s
effectiveness. Thereareworldsof differencebetweena
man who has knowledge plus the right tools and the
man who only hasknowledge,” shesaid. “ Thepeople
herehavebeenvery grateful for thecareandwerekind,
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(Continued fromPage 1)

aid quickly inthefirst daysfollowing the earthquake.”

BeyondtheBand-Aidof initial relief efforts, assess-
ment teamsfrom JTF-Bravo arrived to determinethe
long-term needs of El Salvador. Engineering teams
workingwiththe Officeof Foreign Disaster Assistance
analyzed thestructural integrity of buildingsthrough-
out thecountry.

“Qur engineering teams covered key parts of the
country and provided technical assistance, savingalot
timeandeffort,” Wood said.

“Our jobwastoidentify the hardest hit areas,” said
CPT Jennifer Newhouse, JTF-Bravo's engineering
team chief for the Task Force. “Wefound areas of the
Pan American Highway and the citiesof Usulatan and
SantaTecladestroyed by landslides.”

Newhouse saw firsthand many of the effectsof the
earthquake on the peopleof El Salvador.

“ SantaTeclawasthemost unsettlingto me; thetown
was completely devastated by a landslide, and as |
walked through, | saw peopledigging bodiesout of the
ground,” Newhousesaid.

In oneareathat the engineering team assessed, they
inspected damage to buildings constructed by aNew
Horizonsmissiontothecountry.

“In Chilaguera, welanded to inspect New Horizons
projects and found they had survived the earthquake
rather well,” said Newhouse. “ Aswewalked through
thetown, villagers came up to us and expressed their
gratitude.”

She added that in another area, groups of El Sal-
vadorans met them at thelanding siteand walked with
themto the city and back — afour-milejourney.

Another crew conducted an equally important task,
ferryingacrew of U. S. and Salvadoran geol ogistsand
scientiststo the SantaAnavol cano. Theteam eval uated

i B

CPT Matt Braman, commander of Company A, 1st Battalion,

the effects of the
earthquake on the
simmeringvolcanoin
order toavertaneven
greater tragedy. The
aircrew camedownto
about 2,000 feet
above the rim of the
volcano, giving the
geologists a hird’'s
eye view. After the
flight, they deter-
mined that although
thevolcanowasvent-
ing, it didn’t pose an
immediate danger as
initially thought.

“1 wasn’t too wor-
ried about the vol-
cano erupting, but |
didworry about those
livingaroundthevol-
cano,” said CW3 Dat

e %‘ PO ' /“7;"}

Nguyen, Company
A, 1st Battalion,
228thAviationpilot.

A three-person
medical team from the Task Force’ sMedical Element
(MEDEL) arrived at |l opango to assessthe conditions
of El Salvador’ shospitals.

A UH-60 Blackhawk belonging to Soto Cano’sU.S.
Army Air Ambulance Detachment (USAAAD) evacu-
ated aSalvadoranin Talinqueafter asupply drop. The
crew wasinformed of apatient at alocal clinic. A mem-
ber of the crew examined her, and diagnosed that she
suffered from appendicitis. Theteam evacuated her to
Hospital Militar in San Salvador.

“1’m glad that we coul d be there, becauseright now
most of those peopleinthemountainsdon’ t haveaway
tolet peopleknow they arehurt. If wehadn’ t beenthere,

A CH-47 Chinook lands at the Cavalry School to pick up food and other supplies.
Crews from 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment delivered 157.8tons and 506
passengersto El Salvador’s hardest hit areas.

she could have died because the facility lacked the
equipment and thespecialistrequiredtotreat her,” said
SGT John Collins, flight medic.

Back at Ilopango, a crew of Army and Air Force
hel ped keep thecrewsflying and ontheir task.

“Each servicehad their ownroleto play and every-
one worked well together and cametogether asone ef -
fort,” said Tech Sgt. Doug Cooper, Joint Security
Forces. “Without all of uspitchingin, many Salvado-
ranswould have gonewithout.”

Themembersof Joint Task Force-Bravo returnedto
Soto Cano knowing they reunited familiesand helped
thecitizensof El Salvador get back ontheir feet.

228th Aviation Remment discusses possible Ianqu sites W|th

)m“.

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler
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WHO LET THE DAWGS OUT |-

Soto Cano Air Base’s assisted the town three times battling ; ; =

. brushfires.
firedepartment

'unleas_hed' onlocal
brush fires

By Master Sgt. Pat McKenna
Public Affairs

Last week, Senior Master Sgt. Bob
Jenkins, thebase’ sfirechief, hadto can-
cel training with Army helicopter pilots
needing recertification on the “Bambi
bucket,” adeviceused to drop water on
fires. Theproblem: areal-timefire.

But, intheend, thingsworked them-
selvesout. Thefirethat Jenkinsand his
Air Forcefirefighters, known affection-
ately as the “fire dawgs,” were dis-
patched to had wormed up the side of a
mountain, terrain

“Comayaguahaslimited resourcesto
handletheseemergencies,” said Jenkins,
Soto Cano Air Base's fire chief. “We
have alarge, highly trained team here,
and we have new and well-maintained
equipment.”

The fire department’s primary re-
sponsibility istorespondtofiresand ac-
cidentson Soto Cano, especially inflight
emergencies, and the department’s
agreement with Comayagua states as
much.

Accordingtothefirechief, however,
the dawgs last responded to an inflight
emergency inAugust.

“Inflights are very far and few be-
tween. Sincel’ vebeen here, we’ venev-
ersaid‘ no’ toComayagua,” Jenkinssaid.

Infact, the department recal I sits of f-

duty personnel to man the

impossi ble {0 TEEEEEE— i At 0N \When they respond

reach by land. " g off base. Thedepartment has
They needed _The_y I be out tomaintainitsminimal man-
help by airif they ~ fighting fires for ning on base, just in case.

were going to .
dousethefire. four to five

Sotheycalledin |~ _hours, and

the Winged War- = they’ll come

During thebrushfiresea-
son, thefire department sus-
pends its in-depth training
and only conducts sessions

riorsof the 1st Bat- back hot and that can befinishedinafew

talion, 228thAvia-

tion Regiment. = Sweaty. But

days.
For many of thefirefight-

And so not only you'II see all of ers, they’re learning plenty

did the pilots get

just combating theemergen-

recertified after the_m with blg_ ciesoff base.
al, but they also - Smiles on their “A lot of the guys are

put out a danger- =
ous and destruc- face.
tivefiretoboot.

For those pilots

coming from basesthat have
very few brushfires,” Jenk-
inssaid. “Weprovideall the
appropriate gear and tools.

who missedthere- Senior Master Sgt. And we train them on the

certification,

they'll get a few Bob Jenkins

procedures of wild land
fires. A lot of guysdon’t get

morechancesover | S0to Cano Fire Chief that experienceinthestates.

the next few
months for a

We have few fires on base,
because of our fire preven-

makeup. Honduras
is suffering through its highly com-
bustible dry season improving the odds
for areal-world mission.

Theforest and brush surrounding So-
to Cano and onthebaseisready to burst
into flames like charcoal briquettes
soakedingasoline. Thisisn’t good news,
since most of us live in hoochs made
from untreated wood.

So, just for kicks, you might want to
cut back onthebeef-and-bean burritosat
the DFAC, becauseany sort of flamma-
ble“emission” might spark afour-alarm
inferno.

Thisfrightening prospect doesn’t de-
ter thefiredawgs, who areequipped with
protective equipment including special
breathing apparatuses.

Night and day, the 43 military mem-
bers and three civilians assigned to the
Air Force’ sfiredepartment stand ready
to respond to any type of emergency on
base and of f. The department hassigned
acooperativeaoreement withthenearbv

tion programs. Responding
off base givesthem more opportunities
tousetheskillsthey’ velearned.”

The fire chief anticipates that the
dawgs will be chasing brush fires
through theend of March, whenthedry
season dwindles. Until then, the dawgs
will beinthethick of it.

“There’ squiteabit of danger inthese  /§

fires,” Jenkins said. “Crown fires are
particularly dangerousbecausethey get
into the tops of trees, and you'll have
stuff falling on you. Then if the wind
shifts, the fire can come around at you
fromtheother side.

Despite the danger and despite the
soot and smoke, thefiredawgsenjoy the
busy brush fire season, said Jenkins.

“They’ Il beout fighting firesfor four
tofivehours, andthey’ Il comeback hot
and sweaty. But you'll see all of them
with big smiles on their face,” Jenkins
said. “They’relovingit. They’ regetting
to do what they’re trained to do and |
haven’'t heard anvbodv comolainvet.”

Photos by Master Sgt. Pat McKenna

A UH-60Blackhawk from Company A, 1-228th Aviation Regiment, drops water
onabrush firenear Soto Cano.
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By Master Sgt. Pat McKenna
Public Affairs

Theonebit of adviceyou usually get beforeleaving
for Central Americais” Don’'tdrink thewater!” Andde-
spitethisbeing aglib phrasethat peopl e repeat mind-
lessly becausethey think they’ re comediansor some-
thing, it doeshavesomebasisinfact. Youreally should-
n’'t drink thewater south of the border. Really.

Some foolishly forgo this warning and soon suc-
cumb to what medical professionalsterm“TheAztec
Two-Step” or more scientifically speaking, “The
Squirts.”

Localsrefer to the condition as“ The Mayan Mud-
dlide,” and, if left untreated, this ailment could ulti-
mately leadto, well, | don’t evenwant tothink about it.

How dotroopssurviveinthefield whendeployedto
Central America? What alternatives are there when
there is water, water everywhere, but not a drop to
drink?

The U.S. military turnsto acrack group of profes-
sionalsinthe 77W water treatment field that can turn
sludge from New York’s East River into sparkling,
clear water.

Therearefour of these agua expertson Soto Cano,
ledby SGT RonnieWilliams, whosetitle, appropriate-
ly enough, isNCOin Chargeof Water. Williamsmakes
Bobby Boucher, TheWaterboy, ook all wet.

Twice a month, Williams and his water warriors
stream over to nearby LaPaz to test their equipment,
andin particular, put oneof their two ROWPUs (short
for Reverse OsmosisWater Purification Unit) through
its paces. ROWPUs can pump out up to 600 gall ons of
clean, potablewater per hour.

“We can purify just about any water source—fresh,
brackish and even salt water,” Williamssaid. “ About
theonly water wecan'’t purify isfromthe Red Seaand

T,
i

y Master Sgt. Pat McKenna

SGT. Ronnie Williams, NCOIC, Water, helps crosstrain riggers and fuels personnel in the Headquarters
and Supply Company so they can operatethe base’s ROWPU equipment.

Dead Sea. I’veheardthey’ vegot so much saltinthem
that you canwalk onthem.”

The post’ swater brigade makesfrequent dry runs,
make that wet runs, of their equipment to ensurethey
areinworking order if disaster strikes.

“We've got to be ready to go anywhere in Central
Americatodothemission,” Williamssaid. “ Potential -
ly, wecould’ vegotten thecall to go on the earthquake
missionin El Salvador. Y oudon’t want to find out that
somethingisn’t working whenyou’ redeploying.”

AccordingtoWilliams, Joint Task Force-Bravo used
ROWPUsin Venezuelain December 1999 after floods
swept through that country and alsoin Honduras, after
HurricaneMitch killed thousands.

AriverinLaPazistheperfect test bed for Williams
semimonthly tests. Oily slicksfloat on the surface of

themurky brownish-greenliquid. It’ sabody of water
that youwouldn’twant todrink. Localsusetheriver as
acombination laundromat/sewer/bathtub.

“There’'s a lot of crap in the water, literally,”
Williamssaid. “ It takesaload of chlorineto getit upto
Army standards.”

Sowill Williamsdrink hisownwater?

Of course, heswearsby it!

“Any water | purify, I [l drink,” Williamssaid. “If |
don’t have enough confidenceto drink my own water,
how am| goingtolet other peopledrink it?Our wateris
purer than the bottled water you can buy here. | know
becausel testedit.”

So Forget Perrier! Dumpthat Aguazul! Andflushall
your Eviandownthetoilet! Start sippingWilliams' spe-
cial — Soto Cano Springs!

Malariais dangerous but preventable disease

By SGT Delfino Liban &
SPC CassandraJulien
MEDEL

“1 don’t takemy weekly malariapill
because it gives me diarrhea. | don’t
liketaking pills, there'sno malariaon
Soto CanoAir Base, and I’ mnot going
tobeherelong enoughtoget malaria.”

These responses and others are all
toofamiliar to membersof the preven-
tive medicine services of Joint Task
Force-Bravo Medical Element. Malar-
iaisareal threat tothehealth of theU.S.
Forces operating in Honduras includ-
ing Soto CanoAir Base. Last year, the
National Honduran Ministry of Health
reported thousandscasesof malaria. In
the Department of Comayagua, more
than 500 caseswerereported.

There are four human malarias; all
cause similar symptomsinvictims. In
Honduras, thetwo most commontypes

foiind araviviay andfalcinarimmal aria

common of thetwo.

Individualswith vivax malariamay
initially experienceageneral rundown
feeling followed by ashaking chill and
arapidrising temperature, usually ac-
companied by headache and nausea,
endingwith profuse sweating. Thiscy-
cleof illnessmay last from aweek upto
amonth or longer.

Inuntreated cases, rel apses occur at
irregular intervalsfor uptotwotofive
years, and malariainfectionshavebeen
know to persistfor asmany as50years.
Falciparim malariais much morerare
butisfar more seriousof thetwoinfec-
tions.

Falciparimmalaria, similar tovivax,
causes chills, fever, sweats and
headachebut will progressif untreated
to jaundice (yellow appearance of the
skin), blood coagulation defects,
shock, kidney and liver failure, brain
damage, and coma. Prompt treatmentis
essential eveninmild cases, sinceirre-
versible complications may appear

aiddenlyy

the use of malariaprophylaxistablets.
Malariaprophylaxistabletscontainthe
drug chloroquinewiththe usual dose of
one 500 mg tablet taken by mouth
weekly. However, this drug may only
suppress the symptoms of malaria
should aperson bebitten by aninfected
mosquito.

Thedrug chloroquinewill not elimi-
natevivax malariaparasites, whichare
locatedintheliver. For thispurposesol-
diersand airmen should ensurethey are
provided with a second drug before
they returnto CONUStokill possible
liver parasitesand must betaken week-
ly after leaving Honduras for eight
straight weeks. They areavailabledur-
ing out-processing. Troops can also
takemeasuresof protecting themselves
without medication.

Therainy seasonin Hondurasbegins
inMay and usually endsin November.
Although rates of infection are greater
during thisperiod, new casesareiden-
tified year round. After a heavy rain-

tnrm otandinnmwatar nronvidacahrood-

counter the threat, Dyncorp provides
community treatment for both larval
and adult mosquitoes. Evenwithtreat-
ment, the job of controlling these in-
sectsisformidable.

Everyonecandotheir part to protect
themselves from malaria. Mosqguitos
tendtobiteat night. Nightly spraying of
living and sleeping quarters screens
with an aerosol preparation of
pyrethrum or other insecticides are
helpful in controlling mosquitoes in
hooches. Maintaining screensin door-
waysand windowshel psprevent night-
timebiting.

When out at night, sleevesshouldbe
rolled down and with the appropriate
repellent put exposed skin. Themost ef-
fective isDEET.

Temporary or permanent uniform
applicationsof permethrin, an effective
insect repellent, are availablethrough
preventive medicine.

Malariaisapreventablediseaseand
malaria prophylaxis is an individual

and a rnmmand reennnaihilitvy Talkka
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Jail and Bail: Noonecan escapelongarm of law

.....
e

Gunnery Sgt. Kevin Ballentine handcuffs Staff Sgt. Melissa Melger during the Jail and Bail. Joint
Security Forces arrested civilian and military members on Soto Cano to raise money for local

orphanages.

By 1stLt.Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

“What?!! Why am| beingarrested and what for??!!”
Morethan 200 civilianand military membershad war-
rantsout for their arrestson Jan. 11, for variouscrimes
allegedly committed here at Soto Cano. Joint Security
Forces arrested everyone from the Joint Task Force-
Bravo commander, COL Michael Wood, to thelowest
ranking enlisted person on base. No onewasimmune.

Suspects were charged with a variety of crimes
whichincluded: obstruction of justice, recklessendan-
germent of avehicle, running the mouth, cussing pro-
fusely infront of minors, interrupting at inappropriate
times, gambling, and impersonating an officer, among
alonglaundry list of other very creative, articulateand
fakecharges. But what werethesearrests, trialsandjail
sentencesreally all about anyway?

Soto Cano’ sJoint Security Forces Community Out-
reach Organization sponsored itsfirst- ever fundraiser
on Jan. 11, affectionately referred to as the “ Jail and
Bail.” TheJail and Bail washosted whilethe JSF con-
tingency of Marines was here on afour month TDY,
augmenting Soto Cano’ ssecurity. TheMarines' men-
tality andtheir ‘jenesaisquoi’ added abit more gung-
ho appeal totheentire extravaganza. Thebribery rates
for throwing someone in the cantonment facility on
fake charges, otherwise known asthe motor pool near
thecontracting parking lot, wasrather reasonable. Beit
your boss, your friend, enemy or coworker, you could
send themtothebrig for $5for half an hour, $10for an
hour, and so on, depending on how much you really
loved or hated that individual . The fundraiser profits
wereto go toward benefiting theARFOR and AFFOR
orphanages. Warrantsfor arrestswerefilled out at the
JSF desk, and many accusers chose to remain anony-
mousfor fear of retribution, andinmany cases, thisfear
wasjustified.

Technical Sgt. Jeff McNeil of JSF spearheaded the
entire event along with Marine Gunnery Sgt. Kevin

M

Photos by 1st Lt. Kim Garbett

LTC Scott Ciluffo,commanding officer 1-228th Avn. Reg
handcuffed to the fence for getting rowdy while being im-

-, i

.,is

prisoned.

“Who had mearrested andwhat for?” “ Paybacks suck”
wasthe attitude of many of those being throwninthe
slammer for someunjust causeor other by anunknown
accuser.

A few of themorewell-known and notorious*crim-
inals” werethrownintheslammer thisglorioushead-
hunting, handcuffing kind of day. Prisoner (COL)
Wood wasanonymously accused of aHonduran-Unit-
ed Statesscandal cover-up aswell asbribing therefer-
eesat the Turkey Bowl in November so that the Army
would win the game. Prisoner (CSM) Fisher was ac-
cused of smuggling exotic insects out of country and
animal cruelty.

Handcuffed by a JSF patrol, Prisoner Wood was
marched before Judge
Spike. He pled inno-
cent for reasons of in-
sanity, sayingitwasall
lies. “You all drive me
nutshere!” hejokingly
retorted tothejudge.

Grumpy prisoners
who couldn’t post the
bail that thejudgeham-
mered them with at-
tempted elaborate es-
cape plans over the
barbed wirearound the
cantonment  facility.
Prisonershadtheir time
spent in the slammer
increased unceremoni-
ously by the unforgiv-
ing Judge Wapner or
Judge  Judy for
mouthing back to the
judgesduringtheir tri-
als. Thosewhoresisted
arrest or tried to evade
being arrested werenot

pressions of those being handcuffed madeit challeng-
ing work for the JSF patrolsto keep astraight face as
they read the prisonerstheir rights. Overall, however,
McNeil said that the first-ever Jail and Bail at Soto
Canowasamajor success, raising morethan $1,000for
theAFFOR and ARFOR orphanages.

“The orphanages were extremely grateful for the
generousdonations,” McNeil said. “Wewouldliketo
thank everyonethat participatedinthisevent that made
it suchasuccessand for the good humor that everyone
had during thisfundraising expedition. Wehopeevery-
onehad asmuchfunaswedid. It wasjust hard to keep
up with all the arrest warrants coming in. | think we
needed morecopsthat day!”

looked ontookindly by

'
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Gunnery Sgt. Kevin Ballentine takes the accused to judge Staff Sgt. Tina Frame
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Power Qutage

All appointmentsfor of f-duty Akamai
Workshopson degreecompletion, CLEP
televideosand other multimediamodules
at theEducation Center on Feb. 3arecan-
celled due to an all-day power outage.
JSF and aviation night workerswill not
beableto reschedulefor evenings.

ESL Program

The Soto Cano Air Base Education
Center will begin an English asaSecond
Language Programinthe Spring 2001 in
response to requests for ESL support.
However, since changing "needs" should
drivethe proverbial Training Train, the
ESL program is being written here and
packaged from multimediasourcestoin-
clude English grammar books, CD-
ROM, etc. Videos are studied, and a
pretest given in Akamai Workshops on
and of f duty hours. Regulationsprohibit
Ed Officersfromloaning out or “burning
copies" of any copyrighted CD-ROM,
software, televideos or cassettes. Even
the ESO must get DOIM/J6 and Con-
tracting Officers permissionto purchase
and/or burn copies. For more informa-
tion, call ext4420.

PlayStation 2 Drawing

To ensure that all AAFES customers
have an equal opportunity to purchasea
PlayStation 2, customer drawingswill be
heldfor theopportunity to purchaseasys-
tem. Customersmust fill out aformwith
their name and phone number with one
entry per authorized customer. Drawings
will be held on Feb. 7, 14 and 21 for the
opportunity to buy aPlayStation 2. The
winnerswill be announced on the Power
Lizard between8and 10a.m.

Weightlifting Tourney

Soto Canowill beholding aweightlift-
ing competition Feb. 10at 11a.m. at the
base gym. Thecompetitionisopentoall
Soto Cano personnel (military and civil -
ian). Thelast day to sign up for thecom-
petitionisFeb. 8. For moreinformation,
contact Eduardo Castill o at ext. 4268.

African American
History Month

Celebration of African-American His-
tory Month kicks off with an African-
Caribbean dancegroup, DansaGarfuna.
They will performat 11:30am. Feb. 8 at
theDining Facility.

Tax Assistance Service

The Command Judge Advocate's Of -
fice will be offering Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance Servicesfor servicemem-
bers beginning Feb. 12 on an appoint-

ment basis. For more information, call
ovt ARAR

Task
Force
Lempira
gears up

New Horizons 2001 Hon-
duras kicked off as active
duty, reserve and Nation-
al Guard personnel from
around the world trav-
elled to Gracias, Lempira,
to set up a base camp.
The mission of Joint Task
Force-Lempirais to build
four three-room schools
with latrines and three
two-room clinics in Gra-
cias, Lempira. The mis-
sion is scheduled to last
until May.

-Photo by 1stLt. Kim Garbett

Commentary

How to spend $12 millionin ayear

By CPT Tom Davies
Resource Management

What if, likein the movie “Brew-
ster’s Millions,” someone told you
that they would giveyou $12 million
if youcouldspenditinayear?ltwould
seem like the sky was the limit for
what you could buy. Most of your fa-
vorite pro athletes don’'t even have
contractsthat sweet. Believeit or not,
thisisroughly the amount of money
that Congressappropriatedfor theop-
erations of Joint Task Force-Bravo
thisyear.

In the military, it is easy to forget
that all of our equipment, training and
suppliesarepaidfor by thetaxesof the
American people. However, every-
thing doeshaveaprice. Fromthefuel
we put into our vehiclesto the furni-
ture in our hooches to the electricity

that powersour lights- it all must be
accounted for inthe JTF-Bravo budg-
et. Some examples of the costs bud-
geted by JTF-Bravofor the2001 fiscal
year are:

*Electric power
$1,904,000

*Repair and upkeep of facilities-
$800,000

*Fuel (diesel and MOGAS) -
$675,500

*GSA vehicleleases- $468,000

«VVehiclemaintenance- $460,000

*MWR supplies- $117,000

*Self-service supply center -
$100,000

When all of the requirements for
JTF-Bravo are added up, the sum
comes to roughly $20 million; about
$8 million more than we are given
from Congress to do our mission.
Rarely do units actually get the full

generation -

amount of money that will fund their
entiremission. Sointhebudget office,
we help the commander figure out
what JTF- Bravo’ smost important ex-
pensesareand then stretch our dollars
to do as much as we can while still
mai ntai ning our budget.

Animportant duty of every person
at Soto Canoisto conserveresources
whenever they can. Thingsassimple
asturning off thelightsand air condi-
tioner when you leave an areaor tak-
ing proper careof the property youare
signed for can result in money being
availablefor other requirementsthat
might otherwisenever get funded. Be-
ing conscious that everything does
have a price can be the contribution
that everyone givesto improving the
guality of lifeon Soto Cano.

Twelve million dollars is barely
enough to keep our mission going, so
spend your portionwisely.
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At the

Movies

Saturday, Feb. 3, 4p.m.
Dungeonsé& Dragons
(PG-13)

Saturday, Feb. 3, 7:15p.m.
Unbreakable(PG-13)

Sunday, Feb. 4, 4p.m.
Bounce(PG 13)

Sunday, Feb. 4, 7:15p.m.
Pr oof of L ife(R)

Bowling in Tegucigalpa
Feb. 25

Certification in Utila
Feb.2t05,9t012,16t019 23t026
Copan Ruins

Feb.9to 11,16t018
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Roatan Islands
Feb.2t05,9t012,16t0 19, 23t0.26
San Pedro Sula

Feb.16t018

Valley of Angels

Feb. 4,18
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Cigar Factory Trip
Feb.10

Historical Comayagua
Feb. 17

Villa Elena Golf Course
Feb.3,10,17,24
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